
RAMP – DOCK – CANOE  Safety Orientation, BOCC   9th Street Launch 

The ramp launch site is not sheltered in calm water like most are, it is unprotected from ship wakes, wind and current. 

RAMP NO YES 
Ramp can be very slippery even 
though it has a grooved tire traction 
surface. 
Remember we share it with other 
boaters 

Rushing, avoid side conversations. 
No flip Flops. 

Wait for help for lifting, launching & retrieval. 
Communicate. Everyone helps. Call out to alert All if hear 
or see a ship wake coming. 
Wear water shoes. 
 

FLOATING DOCKS NO YES 
Docks can get very rocky in rough 
conditions. Note: docks rise up and 
down with the tide. Tide levels 
create more or less space for boats 
to dock 

No letting the `Iakos rest on the 
dock rub rails ever, this causes 
gouges on the under part of the 
wooden Iakos. Also the weight of 
paddlers puts strain on the quick 
straps and canoe spreaders 

Walk carefully on the dock.  
1 to 2 people (2 if rough) hold the canoe off the dock.  
When docking keep arm or fingers out from between the 
dock and the boat 
 

CANOE  NO YES 
Depending on the current strength 
the canoe will get set/float to one 
side or the other of the slip. 

Never leave the canoe 
unattended.  

Hold on to the Dock all the way out of the slip 

Steersperson’s Notes  

 The mouth of the slip can be very shallow at low tide. The sea floor around the launch ramp area has large cement 

pieces of rip rap to protect the pilings. This can make the water react unusually. 

 At slack tide use extra caution as the currents are often moving in different directions. Be ready to react. 

 When either wind &/or current is coming from the West, use care not to drift/slam onto the “downwind” dock corner!  

 Take your time, go around and make another pass if not lined up well  

 If wind & water have kicked up, & not enough paddlers have the ability for the conditions. Change out with experienced 

paddlers just around the corner at the 9th street park beach.  

 When rough & we have 3 canoes out, 2 have docked but not enough room for a 3rd canoe. The 3rd canoe will wait a 

good distance off the dock. As soon as the first canoe has started up the ramp immediately walk the 2nd canoe forward 

so the 3rd canoe has room to come in. (same goes for 2 canoes, with very low tide often only one will fit) 

 Only one canoe launching, set a float plan. Then call that person once you get in. 


